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Mr. Chamberlain's concept of appeasement was ex-
pressly designed to prevent.   In some respects the
Prime  Minister's  rejection  of  Russia's  offer was
brusque and not calculated to assist further negotia-
tions with the Soviet leaders should the need arise
for them, but there is little doubt that the incursion
of Russia into this quarrel at this stage would have
at once widened the area of what was still only a
local problem offering considerable scope for local
settlement.   In turning down the Russian plan Mr.
Chamberlain   reminded  the  world   of   the   basic
principles on which Great Britain "considers the
peace of the world depends. . . .   The first is that
differences between nations should be resolved by
peaceful settlement and not by methods of force.
The second, admittedly of no less importance, is
that a peaceful settlement to be enduring must be
based on justice."   Hitler would have done well to
ponder this passage, for having obtained at Berchtes-
gaden the full measure under the second principle
laid down here by Mr. Chamberlain, he did his
utmost to jeopardize his legitimate gains by violating
the first.   As for the Czechs Mr. Chamberlain was
bound  "to  observe  with satisfaction"  that  the
Prague Government "are addressing themselves to
the practical steps that can be taken within the
framework of the Czecho-Slovak constitution to meet
the reasonable wishes of the German minority/'
In addition, for Mussolini's benefit, "His Majesty's
Government place full reliance upon the intentions
of the  Italian  Government to make  good their
assurances."    Once  more he stressed  that there
would have to be further development in our arms
programme and accordingly implied the need for
diplomatic reserve until all steps had been taken
"requisite to make this country strong enough to
meet whatever call may be made upon it."  In the